
 
 You may’ve noticed that, recently, the language in the “Gloria Patri” (the song sung after our Invocation) 

changed in one way.  The sanctuary screens now read, “Glory be to the Maker,” rather than  
“the Father.” 

 What happened is that when Nicole was out, prepping for her wedding, I was editing slides and inserted that 
word.  You see, that’s what I sing- personally- every week.  I was curious if anyone would say anything.  No one has 

so far.  But I wanted to share my reasoning anyway. 
 It started, for me, in seminary during a long debate about “inclusive language.”  One popular theory these 
days is that “Father” isn’t the only word to describe God, obviously.  Mother language exists in the Bible, though 
much less frequent.  Nevertheless, the notion that God actually has a gender seems odd.  Genesis 1 says that God 

created humankind in God’s image, “male and female, God created them.” 
 Why, then, do churches often use only male-words for God?  Probably has something to do with only men 

being priests for millennia.  Also, many Christians grew up calling God, “Father,” so that word has become precious 
for us.  It speaks to God’s love for God’s children, God’s care and protection, like an eternally faithful parent.  For 

that reason, I begrudge no one calling God “Father,” even if I try not to. 
 And here’s why: I want young girls in our church believing they’re as valuable as boys.  They too bear God’s 
image!  Plus, for some, their biological dads were either absent or abusive.  Therefore, only using “Father” for God 

might turn them off from trusting God.  Not good… 
 But there’s a more personal reason I avoid calling God, “Father.”  My first year pastoring, I was driving in 

Lexington, KY, pondering this very question, when I realized that- deep in my soul- I still pictured God how I 
pictured my father as a young boy.  “Father knows best; Father will fix everything.”  It hit me: Because I clung to 

that picture of God, I was avoiding responsibility for solving my own problems.  I was waiting for Daddy Dearest on 
High to do it for me. 

This limited my spiritual growth, which God didn’t want for me!  God dreams we all become adult children of God, 
not stay childishly dependent.  At that point, I admitted I needed to shift my thinking, so began calling God 

“Mother” or “Maker” exclusively. 
 Again, that’s my story, what helps me.  I won’t judge anyone for praying or singing to “the Father,” if that 
helps you love God better.  But that mix of personal conviction and a desire to help all children receive God’s love 

better led to this simple (if rather clunky, I admit) change in worship language.  Should we keep it, scrap it, do 
more?  Curious for your feedback. 

 Here’s another reason I bring this up.  We’re about to experience an addition to our church’s pastoral 
leadership.  Fannie Ashley, long-time member, has been pursuing ordination for a while.  Last month, the church 

board offered her a “Student Ministry” position to help complete her training.  She accepted, so will work as Pastor 
Fannie for six months in a limited role, 10 hours/week. 

 As a Student Minister, she won’t have formal authority over any one thing.  Her main job will be learning 
and skill-building.  Thus, you’ll see her preach, teach, lead worship and otherwise do pastoral stuff under my 

supervision.  Given the many ways she’s already provided great lay leadership, I suspect this limited-time transition 
should go smoothly, with your hearty support! 

  And among the many things I look forward to is that children and visitors won’t just hear that we value 
diversity.  They’ll actually see a ministry team that’s diverse in gender, age and race.  That matters since it’s not 

simply our parents, but church leaders too that form many of our ideas about God, especially for kids.  We’ve had 
female ministers before.  But we also have new families, new children, ongoing needs to stretch and grow.  Plus, I’m 
learning that Fannie has many talents different than me, so will bring balance to strengthen our worship and work.   

Please join me, then, in celebrating Student-Pastor Fannie.  Glory to God, indeed! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



 

"O Holy Night" is one of my favorite Christmas songs, so I 

decided to look up the story behind its writing and 

publication. I'm really glad I did.  

 

The words were written by Placide Cappeau de 

Roquemaure, a French wine salesman known for his 

poetry, whose parish priest asked him, in 1847, to pen a 

poem for the church's Christmas service. After he wrote 

the poem, "Cantique de Noel," Cappeau felt that it was 

more appropriately presented as a song. so he approached 

his friend, Adolphe Charles Adams, a Jewish composer 

who had never worshiped Christ or attended a Christian 

service. The song was performed for the first time three 

weeks later at midnight mass, and soon became one of the 

most beloved Christmas songs in France. 

 

Later, Cappeau left the church to join the Socialist 

movement, and Catholic leaders subsequently deemed the 

song unfit for use in a Christian service because the words 

were written by a Socialist and the tune by a Jew. 

Nevertheless, the French continued to sing it.  

 

John Sullivan Dwight, a writer and ardent abolitionist, 

translated the song into English and brought it to 

America. Here, it was not only a beautiful Christmas song, 

but also revered by the anti-slave North for its message 

against slavery (verse three) during the Civil War.  

 

On Christmas Eve, 1906, Reginald Fessendine, who had 

served as Thomas Edison's chief chemist, took a 

microphone and, using a new type of generator, began to 

recite the Christmas story from the book of Luke, the first 

words ever broadcast over the airwaves. When he finished 

the story, he picked up his violin, and "O Holy Night" 

became the first song ever broadcast  via radio waves.  

 

One song brought together a wine salesman, a Jew, a 

country, a cause, and millions of voices, and helped music 

find a medium to reach listening ears all over the world. 

One birth brought together Jews, shepherds, kings, a 

movement, billions of voices, and caused a message of 

love to reach hearts all over the world.  

 

Merry Christmas to all, 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

 

 

Please join us for a trip to the Planetarium to see 
their Christmas show a “Season of Light” on 

December 8th at 11:30 a.m. Admission is $5.50 
each. please sign up on the information desk. 

December 7th 

The Jesse Tree 

December 14th   

Christmas Caroling 

December 21st  

Blue Christmas Worship Service 



Our traditional Christmas service will be held 

Saturday, December 24, at 5:30 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. Please bring your family and friends to 

experience the extraordinary FCC love through this 

beautiful service of bible reading and music. This 

service is a  blessing to all.  

The Christmas Offering stays in our region to help 

with our regional ministries. These ministries include 

those with youth, young adults, women, men, and 

senior adults. It also includes the Regional 

Convocation, which empowers and equips persons for 

leadership roles in the church. The Christmas Special 

Day offering supports all of these and many other 

ministries of our Region.  

Please give generously.  

Let's go caroling! We will gather at the church, 
Wednesday, December 14th at 5:15 p.m., divide 
into groups, and be on our way by 5:30 (traffic 
will be challenging--take it easy), visiting our 

FCC shut-ins, bringing a little Christmas cheer 
(cookies!) and love. Please sign up at the 
Information Desk in the Great Hall. After 

caroling, we'll return to the church for hot dogs, 
hot chocolate, and a little Christmas cheer  

of our own. 

'Tis the season for cookies! When we visit our 
shut-ins for caroling during the Christmas 
season, we take with us small tins of home-

baked (or infused-with-love purchased) cookies. 
Please bring 3 dozen cookies with you to church, 
Sunday, December 11th. We will gather a small 

group after the service to divide the cookies into 
tins for caroling night, Wednesday, December 

14th. Don't forget to sign up for caroling! And if 
you have extra clean tins (not too big) you'd like 

to donate, we welcome them! 

Some are quite "blue" around Christmas, 

remembering lost family, dealing with depression, 

struggling during darker days.  So rather than 

ignore these challenges, we'll acknowledge them 

on the longest night of the year.  Together, we'll 

declare that we worship a "light that shines in the 

darkness, which the darkness did not 

overcome."  Please join us, therefore, for a brief 

"Blue Christmas" worship service on Wednesday, 

December 21st at 6 pm. 

This year, we are returning to our tradition of each 

family bringing one "signed" Christmas card to share 

with our FCC family. These cards will be posted 

where the entire congregation can see and enjoy 

them. However, please continue to mail Christmas 

cards to our shut-ins, as they always love to  

hear from you.  
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